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SBL 1: Ancient Judaism 
 

Jean-Phillipe Delorme (University of Toronto), בת דוד in the Mesha Stele: A Defense of André Lemaire’s Reading and Its 
Historical Implications 

Following the discovery of the Tel Dan stele in 1994, André Lemaire proposed to read בת דוד (“house of David”) in 
line 31 of the Mesha inscription. His proposal is now unanimously rejected on the basis of the poor state of preservation 
of the inscription and the original paper squeeze. However, a recent visit to the Louvre Museum revealed the epigraphic 
value of the latter as well as the accuracy of Lemaire’s reading, which has important historical implications. 
 

Josiah Bisbee (Brown University), “The Ways of The Egyptians” in the World of the Mekilta De-Rabbi Yishmael 
Contrary to Wacholder, who argued that the Mekilta de-Rabbi Ishmael is a Byzantine composition, this paper draws 
attention to allusions in the Mekilta to Ancient Egyptian and Ancient West Asian customs and myths, as well as 
archaeological evidence — such as “magical” golden lamella and synagogue art from the 2nd-4th century CE — which 
suggest the Mekilta’s knowledge of the ancient world as well as ancient Jewish knowledge of traditions present in Mek. 
Exod. 13:19 and 14:1-10.   
 

Erez DeGolan (Columbia University), Celebration, Disaster, and Empire: Exploring Early Rabbinic History of Joy  
Scholars assume that since the Bible commands to perform simḥah (joy) during Sukkot (e.g., Deut. 16:14), portrayals 
of public celebrations are an obvious fit in rabbinic discussions of the festival. By revisiting rabbinic depictions of joy 
in Sukkot, my paper challenges this assumption and offers a fresh view on the cultural role of joy in early rabbinic 
history. Attention to the theme of joy, I argue, enhances our understanding of the formation of rabbinic identity. 

 
 

SBL 2: Early Christianity 
 

Nélida Naveros Córdova (Stonehill College), 1 Corinthians 10:1-4: Ekphrasis in Paul’s Exhortation to Monotheism in the 
Context of 10:1-22 

In 1 Cor 10:1–22 Paul deals with the role of Christ and his relationship to God. I argue that vv. 1–4 is Paul’s 
introduction to his enargetic representation of monotheism (vv. 5–22). As he presents his description of the wilderness 
events, he employs rhetorical and poetic techniques to bring about an imaginative and emotional experience that will 
transport his hearers into a higher level of ethical consciousness, a new monotheistic reality in Christ. 

 
Ho-Hyung Cho (Chongshin University), ο ̔ νο ́μος του ͂ Χριστου ͂ Reconsidered: A Fresh Look at Galatians 6:2, Barnabas 
2:6, and Magnesians 2 

The goal of this study is to investigate the meaning of the phrase ο ̔ νόμος τοῦ Χριστοῦ occurring three times in 
history: Galatians 6:2, Barnabas 2:6, and Magnesians 2. In this study, I draw a conclusion that ο ̔ νόμος τοῦ Χριστοῦ in 
three epistles is the principle of the new era brought about the crucified and risen Christ. The principle is the Spirit 
who empowers believers to live in the eschatological age. 

 
David Young (Boston University), Editions of the Corpus Paulinum and the Reception of the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Paratextual features in early Greek New Testament manuscripts demonstrate that Paul’s letters, Hebrews included, 
were incorporated into these manuscripts not as independent works that were judged canonical but as an authorial 
edition. As a result, the reception of the Epistle to the Hebrews is inseparably intertwined with the reception of the 
corpus Paulinum in these manuscripts and its position in that corpus is illuminated by the principles of ancient editorial 
practice. 
 

 
SBL 3: Hebrew Bible 1, Biblical Voices and Bodies 

 
Ji Min Bang (Brandeis University), Judah’s Two Bodies: The Body Politic and the Gendered Representation of the Exile in 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel 



 
 

2 
 

This paper examines how Jeremiah and Ezekiel conceptualize the female body as the body politic used to represent 
the Israelite society and to express its destruction and exile. It will be argued that Jeremiah imagines the defiled female 
reproductive body as a symbol for the disintegration and collapse of the Israelite society, while Ezekiel ideates the 
female body as a representation of Israel’s exilic body that has defiled the land and consequently becomes exiled in the 
manner of sexual violence (גלה). 
 

Sparrow Gates (Yale Divinity School), Long Live the Sinner: Death as Optimistic Equalizer in Qohelet 
Readers have characterized Ecclesiastes’ concern with death as central to the speaker’s outlook (Fox 1989, Seow 
2008). Beyond a pessimistic tone, readers have failed to account for how death functions as a mechanism within the 
work’s argument (Fox 2010). Focusing on Ecc 7:15-22 and related passages in Job, this paper examines how 
Ecclesiastes uses contradiction and reversed expectations about death in order to present challenges to a system of 
cosmic reward and punishment. 

 
Nazeer Bacchus (Yale Divinity School), Defamiliarizing Wisdom: Qohelet and the “Other”  

In this paper, I examine the ways Qohelet locates the “Other” within his self-reflective discourse on the “Self” 
revealing how the “Other” problematizes and defamiliarizes the discourse of instruction altogether. To do so, I 
preform a close reading of three textual units from the Book of Ecclesiastes (Ecc 2: 11-22, 4:1-6, and Ecc 6:1-5). 

 
 

SBL 4: New Testament 1, The Gospels 
 

Graham Bridgeman (Yale Divinity School), Joseph Comes Out: Queer History in the Matthean Genealogy  
This paper engages queer biblical scholars, literary critics, and historians in order to read the annotations in the 
Matthean genealogy as a distinct sub-unit. Tracing the development of common themes from Joseph of Genesis to 
Joseph of Nazareth, the paper examines themes of the hidden queer body, prophecy, and subversions of masculinity, 
desire, and family in the genealogy, and argues for understanding the annotations as a kind of queer history. 
 

Gilberto A. Ruiz (St. Anselm College), The Gospel of Matthew: A Latinx Reading 
Members of Matthew’s community share with many Latinxs the fraught process of negotiating their identity in light of 
new beliefs and experiences. Taking this reality as a starting point, I re-examine five themes in Matthew’s Gospel from 
Latinx hermeneutical perspectives: Matthew’s reverence for Jewish tradition; the tension between tradition an 
innovation evinced by the Gospel; its christological understanding of Jesus as “God with us”; its emphasis on 
righteous actions; and its warnings of eschatological judgment. 

 
Kyung Min Kim (Yale Divinity School), Reading John 9 and 10 as One Literary Unit 

Most discussions on John 9 and 10 have been based on the premise that they are isolated, or independent from each 
other. However, I believe that John 9 and 10 have a literary unity. I suggest three textual grounds which support the 
reading of John 9 and 10 as a unity: parallel structure, parallel plot development, and parallel characterization. I will 
also show how this reading contributes to our understanding of the text. 
 

Gary D. Wallin (Yale Divinity School), Between Washing and Reclining: Greco-Roman Table Rank in John's Last Supper 
The following examines the Johannine Last Supper, contextualizing it within the Greco-Roman sympotic literary 
topos.  Structured into two basic scenes – the footwashing (13:1-20) and the revelation of Jesus’ betrayer (13:21-30) – 
the symposium of the Beloved Disciple contains contradictory notions of table rank.  Following Jesus’ redefinition of 
greatness, the narrator ironically reverts back to conventional Greco-Roman notions of status, via stratified dining, to 
indicate the Beloved Disciple’s enlightened position amongst the largely naïve disciples.  
 

 
SBL 5: Hebrew Bible 2, Rhetoric in Prophecy and Wisdom 

 
Kathryn White (Yale Divinity School), Wisdom’s Tools Dismantling Wisdom’s House: Qohelet as Voice of Authority 
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This paper outlines the rhetorical framework and process through which Qohelet’s voice is configured. To gain 
legitimacy with the reader and substantiate his radical, life-affirming claims, Qohelet establishes himself as an authority 
within the wisdom tradition. This position grants him the power to foundationally dismantle that same tradition. After 
problematizing the tradition’s promises, Qohelet articulates the reality of human mortality such that he pushes his 
reader to seek present enjoyment rather than possible future reward. 

 
Ethan Schwartz (Harvard University), Isaiah 1–12 in Synchronic and Diachronic Perspective 

This paper explores Isaiah 1–12 as a productive site for the coordination of synchronic and diachronic approaches to 
the book of Isaiah. I argue that there are significant thematic, lexical, and structural affinities between Isaiah 1–12 and 
key texts in the pentateuchal story of Moses’s prophetic career. I give a diachronic account of how this synchronic 
shape developed and locate it within a particular stage of the redactional shaping of the book. 

 
Nathan Mastnjak (Harvard University), Jeremiah's Lament as Effective Speech 

This paper reads the laments of Jeremiah in the context of a broader discourse on the effective power of prophetic 
utterances. The book of Jeremiah construes the prophet as an agent of divine power whose words bring about the 
judgment of which they speak. The laments serve this theme by presenting the prophet’s effective imprecations 
against Judah as one of the means by which the deity wages his war against Judah. 

 
 

SBL 6: Hebrew Bible 3, Literary Culture and Textual Formation 
 

Robert C. Kashow (Brown University), From Anointed to Anointing Ones: Joshua, Zerubbabel, and the Function of Zech 
4:6b-10a in the Visions of Zechariah 

This paper proposes a new solution to the literary function of Zech 4:6b-10a, an oracle later inserted into the visions 
of Zechariah. I argue that the passage was added to downgrade the role of Zerubbabel from would-be king, to one 
who serves as a sign of the restoration of the Davidic lineage. My findings also shed more light on the identity of 
Ṣemaḥ in Zech 3:8 and 6:12, and lead to a new interpretation of the identity of the “sons of oil” in Zech 4:14. 
 

Luis Gustavo Assis (Boston College), Geography and Paronomasia in the מׂשא Geography and Paronomasia in the מׂשא of 
Isa 15-16 as Indicatives of Yahweh’s Hegemony over Moab 

This paper deals with the unique preoccupation over the Moabite topography in Isaiah 15-16 and with the variant 
version of Dibon’s name, written as (15:9) דימון. The geographical emphasis of the oracle should be understood in 
light of the contested nature of Moab’s territory evidenced in the Hebrew Bible, in the Mesha stela, and in the 
archaeological record. As for the change of Dibon’s name, the scribe chose a variation of the city name in order to 
stress the divinen punishment inflicted upon it: the Moabite capital is called דימון because it is filled with דם, blood. 
These two features serve to highlight Yahweh’s hegemony over Moabite lands. 
 

Twyla Gibson (University of Missouri), Vault | Firmament | Stereoma: Division and Parallelism in Genesis and Plato 
Robert Alter’s ground-breaking work on Genesis translates as “vault” the Hebrew word “raki’a,” which appears as 
“firmament” in the King James Version, and “stereoma” in the Septuagint. I argue that the word “vault” – rather than 
the Greek term, “stereoma” -- obscures recognition of the system, described and explained in Plato, that was used to 
weave into a unity the different source texts (JEDP in the Documentary hypothesis) into a composition of 
extraordinary complexity and virtuosity. 
 

Jaeseok Heo (Yale Divinity School), Inscribing the Words of YHWH on the Tablet of One’s Heart: A Study of 
wəšinnanta ̄m ləb ̱a ̄ne ̂k ̱ā in Deuteronomy 6:7aα 

The paper will analyze the usage of wəšinnantām in Deuteronomy 6:7aα, which is intended to imply the textual 
emphasis on the importance of inscription of the Torah on one’s heart and its intrinsic nature of intergenerational 
education. This work considers the term with a careful reading of the text and its context and the term’s distinctive 
metaphorical usages. This new contextualization of wəšinnantām can culminate in emphasizing a more faithful 
intention of the Deuteronomist—the intrinsic dimension of teaching Torah. 



 
 

4 
 

SBL 7: New Testament 2, Acts and Paul 
 

Joseph E. Brito (Concordia University), Scriptures and Characterization as Interpretive Technique in Stephen's Speech (Acts 
6:8-7:60)   

This research examines Stephen’s speech (Acts of the Apostles, 7:1-7:53) from a historiographical approach, focusing 
on the narrative technique employed in retelling the history of Israel. I focus on the literary parallels between 
Stephen’s characterization with Joseph and Moses through the use of repetition throughout this pericope (Acts 6:1-
7:59), as well as the use of Scriptures in Stephen’s speech and its textual variants, which emphasize the parallel 
characterization found between the mentioned characters. 
 

Jeffrey Dale (Emory University), "To Me Everything Yields:” The Cult of Isis and a Psalmic Tradition 
My paper explores the fruitfulness of comparing an early Christian tradition with Greco-Roman backgrounds through 
a comparative study of 1 Cor 15 and the cult of Isis. The tradition, which links Pss 110 and 8 and gives them a 
christological application, has a thoroughly Jewish flavor, but gentile audiences might have found its strangeness 
mitigated by certain parallels. The notion of Christ’s supreme rulership is remarkably similar to widespread 
conceptions of Isis as παντοκράτωρ. 
 

Denys McDonald (University of Exeter), Paul’s “In Christ” Language: Non-Ethnic, Trans-Ethnic, or Ethnic? 
Like other “Christian” categories, “in Christ” identity is often thought to be non- or trans-ethnic rather than ethnic, 
and, therefore, is perceived to be incommensurable with other social identities such as Jewish/Judean or Greek. 
Focusing on the messianic connotations of Paul’s “in Christ” language in Galatians 3, this paper argues that Paul 
believes “in Christ-ness” is a Jewish ethnic identity which, given the intertwining of religion and ethnicity in antiquity, 
has implications for his non-Jewish addressees’ pre-existing ethnic identities. 
 

Mark A. Jennings (Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary), Would Paul Really Not Care? The Problem of Philippians 
1:15-18a 

This study challenges the consensus interpretation of Phil 1:15-18a that the enmity between Paul and the envious 
proclaimers of Christ stems from personal rivalry and not from theological differences. The traditional reading falters 
on the grounds that it runs contrary to what Paul says elsewhere in his writings as well as the rhetorical purpose of 
Philippians. An alternative reading is offered that sits more comfortably within purpose of Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians.  


